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—— Transok, Inc.

.. O G‘* P. 0. Box 3008
Gyt "__; P Tulsa, Okishoms 74101
g 918-583-1121
Dockets Unit, Roem 8417,
Research and Special Prograns
U.S. Departnent of Transportation
400 Seventh Street, Southwest
Washington, D. C. 20590 November 25, 1991
Attention: M cesar DeLeon ?S)PA ~qg_4g(0g’( 3/

RE: (Gas @Gthering Line Definition
[=) PS-122. N ce

Dear Mr. Deleon:

In accordance with Research and Special Prograns
Administration's ("RSPA") Notice of proposed rulemaking published
i n the Federal Register on September 25, 2991, Transok, |nc,
submits the enclosed conments in the above-docketed proceeding.

Pl ease stanp the enclosed acknow edgnent copy of this
transmttal and comments and return it .the undersigned in the
enclosed postage paid envel ope,

If there are any questions concerning t hese comments, please
contact the undersigned,

Sincerely Yours,

Transok, | ncC.

A, A

Keith M sappenfield, || :..'..i
Manager, Rates 3 .
(713) 272 - 5008 r ’j~,,
[FF
cc: Earl elimp 2
Jerry MDani el - -

M ke” Pal ner —-

&

A CENTRAL AND SOUTH WEST COMPANY



UNITED STATES OF AMERICA
BEFORE THE

RESEARCH AND SPECI AL PROGRAMS ADM NI STRATI ON
DEPARTMVENT OF TRANSPORTATION

Gas Gathering Line Definition )) Docket No. PS-122
)

COMMENTS OF TRANSOK, INC,
Pursuant to the commentprocedures i N the Notice of Proposed

Rulemaking ("NOPR") publ i shed Sept enber 25, 1991 by the Research
and Speci al programs Admini stration ¢(*rspa") of the Department of
Transportation ("poT") in the Federal Register for the captioned
docket, Transok, Inc. and its affiliates ("Transok™) files these
comments:
ODUCTION

Transok is engaged in the transportation of natural gas in
the states ©f Louisiana, Oklahoma and Texas. Transok constructs
and operates its gathering and intrastate transmssion facilities
I N accordance Wi th the |aws, rules and regul ations of the state
and local jurisdictions where thefacilitiesare located,
Transok also performservices on its i ntrastate pipeline
facilities pursuant to section 311 of the Natural gas Policy Act
of 1978 ("NGPA®) for delivery to several interstate pipelines.

All communication and correspondence With respect to these

conments shoul d be addressed to the foll ow ng persons:

Keith M. Sappenfield, |l, Manager Rates
Transok, Inc.

P.0, Box 3008

Tulsa, Ckl ahoma 74101

Tel. No.: (918) 503 - 1121
Facsimle No.: ~(918) 541 « 9203



M ke D, Palner, Attorney
Transok, | ncC.
P.0. Box 3008
Tul sa, k|l ahoma 74101

Tel. No. (918) 561 = 9345.
Facsimle No.: " (918) 561 - 9341

SUMMARY OF COMMENTS

The NOBR proposes to revise the definition of the term
"gathering line" under t he Natural Gas Pipeline safety Act of
1968 (49 App. Uu.s.c. 1671, et seq.)("the Act") so that the
begi nning and end of a gas gathering line are clearly described.
The regul ations inmplementing the Act are pronul gated at 49 ¢Fr
192. RSPA states that determining the Dbegi nning and ending
points under the current definition is canfusing. also, the NOPR
proposes t 0 define the terms "production facility* and
"production fieldv,

Transok’s conments will focus en the proposed definition for
"gathering line"as they apply to facilities that are determ ned
to begathering by an order ofeither the Federal Energy
Regulatory Commission, a state public utility conmssion, a Estate
court, or federal court. RSPAshould clarify the proposed
definition of"gathering line" to reflect orders of any agency
or court having jurisdiction. \Were a order of an agency or
court has determned a facility to be a "gathering line", the
agency or court did so only after reviewing the configuration and
operations of such faoilfty, and applying the laws,rul es and
regul ations governi ng such determination. In addition, if the
facility were not a"gathering linev the facility would be found



to beeither aintrastate pipeline or interstate pipeline, which,
in nost cases, are currently subject to the pipeline safety
standards oft he Act.

Transok suggests that the proposed definition of*gathering
line" be revised to reflect orders ofeither the Federal Energy
Regul at ory commission, a state public utility commigssion, a state
court, or a federal court where a facility i s determned to be
gathering. Transok encloses as Exhibit |. a nodified proposed
definition which includes changes to the definition | anguage to
reflect our suggested revision,

c ON
Transok respectful |y urges the commission t 0 include in its
finalrul e a reviseddefinition of the term "gathering line"
which reflecte determ nati on of gathering | i ne by either the
Federal Energy Regulatory Conmm ssion, a state publiec utility

commisglon, a state court, or a federal court.

Respectful 'y Submitted,

Transok, Inc.

Lo

Keith M. Sappenfield,
Manager Rates

Telephone: (918) 583 ~ 1121
Dated: November 25, 1991
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§192.3 Definitions
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Gathering Line means, except as provided in paragraph Fs),an ' pipeli
of aconnectednsgér_i% of pi?)%lsi nes Sged tc? transport g%s ?r%r?lp a \SG') or they ffg? °“r%%8&?§r§‘
facility where gas is separaied from produced hydroCarbons, whichever is ey
goimstream, toan applicable end point described in paragraphs(1), (2), (3) or 3) (4)
elow:

(1)  Theinlet of the first natural gas processing plant used to remove liquefied
petroleum gases or other natural gas liquids,

. gz) If there is no natural gas processing plant, the point where custody of the gas
is transterred to others who transport it by pipeline to:

B A distribution center; or

1) A gas Storage facility, or

iil)  Anindustrid. consumer.

_ (3)  If thereis not natural gas processing plant or point where custody of the gas
iSso transferred, the last paint downstream where gas produced in the same production
field or two adjacent fields iScommingled.
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¢9(5) A gathering line does not include any part of a pipeline that transports gas

downstream - o _ o
i From the end pointsin (1), (2), (3), or {3) (4) in this definition; or
if)  From a production facility, if N0 end points exists; or
i) Inany interstate transmission facility subject to the jurisdiction of the Federal
Energy Regulatory Commission under the Natural Gas Act (15 U.S.C. 717 et eq.)
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